Letters Written By C. Earl and Hazel Hulburd

To Betty Seward Hulburd - 1936
(Compiled by Ted Hine — March 2003)

Elizabeth Seward Hulburd prepared a detailed scrap book documenting her trip to Europe in the
summer of 1936. Included were a number of letters written to her from friends and family which
were addressed to her care of American Express in various European cities including Paris and
London.

The following are scans of the letters written to her in Europe by her mother Hazel and father C.
Earl Hulburd. During this period (mid July through mid August 1936) the letters indicate Betty’s
mother Hazel (“Mother”) and older sister Harriet (“Dede”, “Sister”’) were vacationing at
Wentworth By-The-Sea, a ritzy resort in Portsmouth, New Hampshire. Her 7 year old younger
brother Bud (“Buddy’’) was at summer camp in New Hampshire (evidently not camp Mowglis
which he attended first in 1938) and her father Earl (“Dad”,”Dutch”) was living at home and
working as usual in St. Louis though it is indicated that he planned to join his wife and daughter
at Wentworth By-The-Sea shortly after the letters were written.

Note: The letters written by Hazel Coudy Hulburd are the only known examples of her writing
currently known to have survived.

The letters are presented in date order.
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From Earl — July 19", 1936
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From Earl — July 25™, 1939

July 25, 1936.

Dearest 0ld Betsy Girl:

We haven't heard from you as yet but I suppose you have
not heard from us, so we are both Elks. (Heek of a way to begin
a letter, but one DOES have to begim). And speaking of beginning
reminds me of the closing paragraph of Dede's last letter describ-
ing the thrills of Wentworth---- quote; "Dad, do you know that
people have more fun than anyone?"”

So far as THIS end of the line is concerned, nothing
of great moment has happened except two showers. Getting lots
of sleep, heat permitting, and not losing any weight- albeit
effort along those lines is being made --- Oh well, SOME effort
anyway, or at least a gesture. Have had one free meal and saw
a double header, period. Just sort of counting the days until
time to go east, which will be August 8th or 15th depending on
something or other.

Mother and Dede are having a swegl time. Dede already
is laying pland for NEXT summer at Wentworth. She has met some
folks with a packard, a sail boat and a yen for picnics --- just
why the picnics I'1ll never know. They do say the spot is lovely
and they love it. Dede must have found some sort of evening
entertainment because I received a hurry, hurry call to send on
the two remaining gowns; Blue with tomatoe colored spots and
chartreus being O so sickly green, plus once gold sandals.

We still receive the fumny postals from Bud. He has
made the necessary ten target scores for the gold medaj. A
letter from Matt Wermer indicated that Bud is about a 100% kid
although I suppose Matt tells all parents the same. Mother
hasn't been to camp as yet and I suppose it is just as well to
wait until I get there as a visit now might throw Bud off his
stride.

, Ralph Bell of Dallas has been a house guest since
Tuesday. He is here in connection with What we laughingly
ecall our oil well at Harrisburg, Illinois. Thought Ralph
might as well stay at the houge to keep me company. He is
a quiet sort of chap and lovelp the front poreh, so thar we
have sat lo these several evenings. : <

Bellerive so that's that. Suppose I'll have to buy another

£ ¢lub or two to keep in the attic. However, no doubt you
kids will keep up the family tradition so far as c¢lub activitdes
‘are concerned. : ' - S ; -

T have reeeived nbtice of my admission as a member
gl

B See that Elenor Holm was kicked out of Olympics because
of 'champagne partabdrd ship. Was given a return ticket on next
boat. Her husband says that if more members of swimming team
drank champagne more events would be won. Maybe he's right

““"Betts, ‘girl, T sm 'afrid I have sort of let you down on
letters so far, but there's been absolutely nothing to write
about. Just hot weather.
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However, let's épe._ You have been away two weeks and the: ;
“promise was to write once a week, so T am not really hehind am
I, Wouldn't do dirt to my Betts for worlds and worlds.

Judge Fitchecock sailed Tuesday. Henry received a
letter from him this as.m. One "crack™ was, I thought, parti-
cularly good, to-wit;  Some woman gave him some pills to be
used in case of sea- sickness. He didn't want to accept them
but is darned glad he did as Miss Perkins, Secretary of Labor
in Roosevelt's cabinet, is aboard and such close proximity to -
the admbnistration is bound to make him deathly B 28

Well Gutey Pants, it is time to ¢lose shop and go
home. Have fun and fun and fun. Would love to see you but
guess I Just can‘t until Europe sees you flrst.

Much, much 1ove and a blg squeeeeeze, and a
.. - "Hlec" to Lrs, Llnco.n and “iiie, 2L M6 {SNGUES
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From Hazel
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From Earl — August 5", 1936

Wednesday, August 5, 1936.

Dearest 01d Polywoggle:

Just received your letter No. 2 of Jhly 26th, also
the definite istin-er-ary (there, golding it, spelled it right).
The advantage we have over you is--- your letters come pronto,
but our letters to you are received "if, as and when" you GET
them. What I'm really driving at is--- it must be like reading
May 39th newspaper, but I suppose maybe it's fun to learn of the
doings back home. As usual there is no news at this end. Just
work and read, with an occasional movie or "dinner ogt", but
thank goodness, if fate is kindly, I'll leave next Saturday
for the Par east and the American contingency of the Fulburd
family.

Perhaps you hawe heard that we have just passed
through the hottest "spell" in 98 years and were we all draggy.: -
The past week, however, had been rather normal -- 90 to 92 high-
and it seemed like a real cold snap.

Bud is having a hey-day. His "letters” tell us of
swimming 25 yards, building and sleeping a lean-to, ete. And
he is always "having very fun". At anyfrate he has not
experienced home sickness for which we are devoutly thankful.
He has been in camp six weeks without a visit from the family
but as soon as I get Xkmxm to Wentworth we'll =ixk all go to
camp - particularly on his birthday. Good o0ld Bud! Camp is
the best thing in the world formhim but it's a little tough
on the parents now and then.

L)

LeZben iz e —

N
‘§Y\
Dede is quite the sailor, always writing of "reef- '
winds" whatever that may be. MNother and Dede love Wentworth
and never tire of singing its praises. Fave met loads of
Gosh, Betts, T'm all trrilled ab ut the wonderful :
3 \
\

people and from all reports are doing right well for themselves.

/Lagﬁ‘

time you are having. Wouldn't it be grand if all of us could
do it together sometime! Well, maybe, some of these days.

It's terribly stupid trying to write when there's
just nothing to write about except the doings of others---
and you get the others' news from said others. ----- The
Cardinals eased into first place again yesterday by taking a
game from Chicago. Poor old Cards, right up there at the top
even though the Jinx has talten away for two or more weeks
through sickness or injuried, Stu Martin, Pep Martin, Durocher,
Parmelee, Collins--- and Paul Dean is oux” for probably the
entire year with the same old glass arm. Tough luck but the
0ld fighting spirit!

Goodbye, my little nest gnat. Write when possible
and have fun.

Much, much, much love, sﬁf,)
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