C. Earl Hulburd

Letters Regarding The Death Of His Son
In A Small Airplane Crash

(Compiled By Ted Hine — June, 2003)

C. Earl Hulburd’s son, Earl Seward Hulburd (“Bud” or “Herky”’) was killed at age 21
along with his flight instructor in a small airplane crash in St. Charles, MO near St. Louis
on March 24, 1950. Bud was in the final stages of obtaining his private pilots license at
the time.

The following scanned letters were found among the possessions of Betty Seward
Hulburd Hine-Alderson (Bud’s sister and Earl’s younger daughter) after her death.

Some of these letters represent communications regarding Earl’s attempt to find out the
cause of the crash.

The letter written by C. Earl Hulburd on June 12, 1950 suggests possible reasons for the
crash (though the referenced copy of the CAB report is missing). Note that this letter
significantly exaggerates the flying credentials of Kirt Hine, my father. The letter
suggests that student pilots should have had parachutes but that Bud’s instructor would
not allow them. That stall and spin maneuvers were performed well below the 5000 to
6000 feet considered safe (a reference says the CAB report determined the ceiling was
2500 ft with strong gusty winds). There is a reference to the fact that the stabilizer may
have been stuck and to the “failures mentioned in the CAB report”. Also the night before
the flight, Bud evidently told his father that he hoped the instructor would not conduct the
“test” because he was not a safe pilot and took to many chances”. Evidently Bud also
objected to others about taking the test with the assigned instructor. C. Earl Hulburd
concludes that the flight school was negligent due to both poor maintenance on the
aircraft and for allowing a dangerous instructor to fly. I know of no law suits that were
ever pursued and have no copy of any final government report regarding the cause of the
crash
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Letter From Mayor of St. Louis — March 28, 1950

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
CITY OF SAINT Louils

MI1SSOURI
JOSEPH M. DARST
MaAYyoOR

March 28, 1950

5.éar Earl:~

I was profoundly shocked and grieved to learn
of the tragic and untimely death of your son, I regret very
deeply that I did not at once realize that the boy who was
killed in the County airplane crash was your son. Yesterday
afternoon when I ingquired about when the services were to be
held, I was told that they had been held that afternoon,

Words are of small value in such circumstances,
but I do want you to know that my heart goes out to you and
that you have my deepest sympathy.

I am sorry there is not something I could do
to help my old friend in his hour of grief. I know you

have the courage to stand up under your sorrows, and in doing
so you deserve the admiration of all,

Cordially yours,

=

Mayor

Mr, C. Earl Hulburd

¢/o Mrs. Marie Hoffman
5077 Washington Avenue
Saint Louis, Missouri



CAB Letter To Earl

— March 31, 1950

CIVIL. AERONAUTICS BOARD
NASHINGFON 250
Bureau of Safety Investigation
2203 City Hall Building
Kensas City 6, Missouri

March 31, 1950

Mr. C. E&rl Hulburd
5077 Washington Blvd.
St. Louis 8, lissouri

Subject: Aircraft Accident - St. Charles, Mo. - 3/24/50
Pilot E. C. Schmid - Fatal
Student Pilot E. S. Hulburd - Fatal
Cessna 140, V=-2064V

Dear Mlr. Hulburd:

This office is in receipt of your letter of larch 29, 1950 in
which you make inquiry regarding the subject aircraft accident.

This is to advise that all factual information in conneetion with
our investigation of e It accldsnts must be released by our
Washington office. We are therefore forw ng you :
the Chief, Hearing and Reports .D:L'VlS:Lon, i‘rom whom you my expect
to receive an early replye Any further correspondence regarding
this accident should be referred to the above office.

Rs Pe Parshall
Chief of Region V



CAB Letter To Earl — April 4, 1950

CIVIL AERONAUTICS BOARD
WASHINGTON 25

April 4, 1950

Mr, C. Earl Hulburd
5077 Washington Boulevard
St., Louis 8, Missouri

Dear Mr, Hulburd:

Your letter of March 29 to our Kansas City Office has
been referred here for handling.

In connection therewith, please be informed that to
date this office hag preliminary information only on the
aircraft accident in which your son lost his life near
St, Charles, Missouri, March 24, 1950, We shall be glad
to write you again when a detailed report is received from
our investigator.

Please accept our most sincere sympathy im the loss
of your son,

Sincerely yours,

Dt £ 50 e

Allen P, Bourdon
Chief, Reports Section
Bureaun of Safety Investigation



Letter From Earl —

- June 12, 1950 — Page 1

lips Chelgen O. Jemagn
721 Oldwe Street
Sts louis,; Vdssourd
Denr Chelsea:

&m Wmm m ‘missions
m &mwm mm mhm
ﬁ_ muwmnmamwmummﬁm

Flight Instructers who taught Bud to Both now are with another
nmma_mum;»nmm&' 1 beldeve both are now with
the Braybon Flying Services Ine.s Tirryhdll 5-291L , at least Hosack is.
With this foreword I'11l get on with the report.

fiinoerely,



Letter From Earl — Page 2

WWW&E;WW& mmurm%ammcﬁmw
ﬁu m m RiSULTED IN THE ’i‘ﬁ BARL SEWARD HULBURD,

I« E. K. HIE roports as followsi
Ae VWhen he leared to fly in Seattle:

1. He mever left the ground without a parachute. He does not
reegll whether this wag the law or a rule of the school.

According to the CAB revort schimd, employed by the flying
Mwmm,mmmt chite,

2. lie was nerer perntited to stunt (stalls and Spins) wder

‘The CAB report states the mim was m feet, ﬁ.‘h

B. He is convinced that the tail stabilizer froze in the down position
MMMW#mmm Mamwhmm
by the CAB statement that the engine was throttled low,
to give them time to right the liger. He states, however,
mmmmmwm nwmmmwtwmm
i;;@ mm el the peport were visible failures

m& WM g indicates rogular inspection
in compliance with Cih mm

e ig = for the m mm M M ﬂm pl

- If the gtudent WMa
. it for two reasons:

1. Safety of the plane and student pilet.

2, GSelf-pregervation.

In E.J; mwm:
A. He agrees with the opinion of Hine MM he emphaticall
goes further.

Bs He ghates that the periedic inspeetion should have revealed
the failures mentioned in the CAB report.

Be I kidded him sbout wanting as essy test. le aﬂammmm
" Dot care about theexsctness of the Mrha had all the
respect in the world for smitty's ability as a pilot, but that



Letter From Earl — Page 3

¥

IV. Fd Hossek and -m‘iua ¥ingen report as follows:

As MMWMM&WW soheduled to give him the test
mﬁémémwmemMMMM

quently m m m ﬂf % m ﬂ W Gﬁi

i ¥hether or not 3t can be proved that the plane was defective:

it m %Waﬁn nma W

{i. MF}WWWWWW%Wt

8. le would not permit parachute equipment

be ammmmmmm;mm
s gonditions,

the part of the Flight School
) thus I feel I am entitled
) aljoved in this state.

£ mmmw@mmmmmmmmmmtmu
to elarify any statement made in thedir report. .



Letter From Social Security Administration — June 13, 1950

FEDERAL SECURITY AGENCY
SOCIAL SECURITY ADMINISTRATION

BUREAU OF OLD-AGE AND

IN REPLYING, ADDRESS: SOCIAL SECURITY ADMINISTRATION
SURVIVORS INSURANCE

FIELD OFFICE

8th & Olive
St, Louis 1 Mo.-
June 13, 1950

Telephone Ce. 3200 Sta. 29

C. Earl Hulburd
5077 Washington Blvd.

.8t. Louis 8, Mo, Re: Earl S, Hulburd

150-18-8578

e e ., s . s

E We would appreciate your calling at this office as soon as it is
convenient for you to do so. Our office hours are from8:45 a.m.
to 4:45 p.m. on Monday through Friday.

We wish to discuss with you the inquiry regarding Social Security
paygents due on your son's account.

Please bring his discharge papers with you, if available, when you
come in. Let us hear from you within five days., a

It is important that we discuss this matter with you. If you
are not able to come in, please notify us promptly by mail or
telephone. :

——Sineerely youlS, ...
T. L. GAUKEL

Manager.

(ui Zzg %(REE.L

Claims Ass't.,

Form OAF-L5006
(11-46)

16—28320-4 GFO




