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Yale Junior Prom - 1937
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Introduction

In February of 1937 Betty attended the Yale Junior Prom in New Haven, Connecticut as
the date of long time St. Louis friend and then beau Elihu M. Hyndman. Elihu had
attended St. Louis Country Day school and gone east to Yale for college where he
eventually earned a Law degree before practicing in St. Louis. Through contacts like
Elihu, Betty came to know (and in some cases date) a number of Yale students over a
period of 4 or 5 years before she met and married Yale graduate Kirt Hine. Elihu would
become a life long friend and when Betty moved back to St. Louis in 1963 after her
divorce, Elihu served as her attorney.

Betty had attended Finch College in New York City during the 1935/36 school year.
During the 1936/37 school year however she had stayed home in St. Louis to participate
in the annual Veiled Prophet Ball festivities as a Maid of Honor and attend to her social
responsibilities as a debutante so she had to make the long trip east for the Prom (I
suspect by train).

The Prom itself was held on Feb. 26, 1937 however related activities and parties spread
out over several days. Betty had a great time and wrote a 4 page letter to her father
describing all the activities immediately after the long weekend from her hotel room in
New York City where she was staying while waiting for her mother and sister to arrive.
From New York the three headed for Bermuda for a several week vacation. The letter is
evidently addressed only to her father since her mother was either already in or on her
way to New York City.
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Picture of Betty and Elihu at Yale
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