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Betty Hulburd Hine 
 

Documents Relating To The Patent Potential 
Of A Ceramic Beverage Coaster 

 
(Complied by Ted Hine – June 2003) 

 
 
While learning and experimenting with ceramics in the early 1950’s Betty (and/or 
husband Kirt) apparently discovered that certain un-glazed ceramic materials absorb 
water and could be made into decorative beverage coasters intended to prevent the 
condensation which forms on the outside of cold beverage containers from dripping onto 
table top surfaces.  By glazing only the sides and bottom of a ceramic coaster water 
would be absorbed from the top and prevented from reaching the table top by the glazing. 
 
I was not aware of this till I recently ran into a file among Betty’s belongings which 
indicates that Betty and Kirt seriously considered patenting this “invention”.  The 
following letters from 1953 and 1954 show that a patent attorney did a search for “prior 
art” and that Kirt’s longtime friend Bill McKelvy offered to help out perhaps with 
marketing and distribution should a patent be obtained. 
 
There is no indication as to whether a patent application was ever filed.  There is also no 
record as to whether it was determined that the idea was un-patentable or whether they 
just never got around to filing for one.  In any case, had a patent issued I’m sure I would 
have heard about it as I was growing up and Betty, while active in making ceramic items 
well into the 1960’s, never produced a lot of ceramic coasters to the best of my 
knowledge. 
 
In recent years (the 1990’s and early 2000’s) I have regularly seen displayed for sale in 
boutique specialty stores and tourist shops numerous examples of this exact “invention”:  
decorative ceramic beverage coasters. 
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