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Introduction 
 
I first recall Betty writing regular, though not evenly timed, letters containing news from home 
when I headed off to northern Vermont for high school in the fall of 1959.  At this time long 
distance phone calls tended to be awkward to make and were extremely expensive.  Letters were 
thus the primary means of communication. 
 
Betty’s letters were usually, but not always, typed using a small manual portable typewriter 
which she had had for as long as I can remember and continued to use for the rest of her life.  It 
was a black Royal “Quiet Deluxe” which, as I write this, is stored in a closet in my Louisville, 
CO home. 
 
When my brother Greg headed off to school in New Hampshire, Betty started using carbon paper 
to make multiple copies of her periodic family updates.  When she moved back to St. Louis in 
1963 after her divorce she added her sister in New York to the distribution list.  After her 
marriage in 1968 to John Alderson her three new step-children were eventually added as was her 
youngest son Henry when he no longer lived at home.  This made for quite a stack of carbon 
paper in the typewriter (one original plus at least 6 carbon copies) and the copy quality thus 
suffered severely.  This explains why some of the following letters are quite hard to read.  (Note 
that all her letters were written before the advent of readily available copy machines and/or 
services which didn’t appear till the late 1980’s) 
 
Her periodically written family updates became less frequent and finally ended entirely in the 
early 1980’s as she developed arthritis which made it difficult to type or write.  Regular 
communication with family was then continued via long distance phone which by then had 
become much more reliable and affordable then in the past. 
 
The following letters where fortunately saved by Barb and Locke Alderson.  In the late 1970’s 
the original “Betty Book” was complied and given to her as a present.  After her death in 1996 
the Alderson’s added additional letters written after the original was complied and had copies 
bound into a booklet which they called “The John and Betty Book”.  Copies of the booklet were 
distributed to all of Betty’s children and step-children. 
 
The letters span the years from 1972 to 1981 and provide a fascinating look at Betty and John’s 
life together including the trials and tribulations of retiring to an old, but historic, farm house 6 
miles from the small town of Hermann, Mo. and the constant stream of visitors, both family and 
friends, they hosted there.  The first 2 letter were written when they still lived in Vacaville, 
California and the rest after the move to “the farm”.  I don’t think all of her letters from this 
period were saved but the one’s the were are priceless. 
 
 
Ted Hine 
June, 2002 
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