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According to documents scanned and included below Betty applied for DAR membership 
on December 29, 1937 at age 20 while living at home in St. Louis.  She was accepted 
February 1, 1938 as “National Number 305800”.  (The Daughters of the American 
Revolution was incorporated by Act of Congress in 1896 and is a patriotic organization 
which promotes historic preservation and education.) 
 
In order to be admitted, prospective members must show that they are direct descendents 
of someone who fought on the American side in the Revolutionary War. 
 
Betty’s qualifying ancestor was Col. John Seward (1730-1797).  According to the 
documents: 
 

 “John Seward served as Capt. 2nd Reg. Sussex Co., N.J.  Lt. Col. Feb. 28, 1777 
and Colonel of same Regiment.  He was at the battles of Fort Washington-White 
Plains-Princeton-Flatbush- was so obnoxious to the British that a price was put on 
his head.” 

 
The membership application below documents her ancestry back to Col. John Seward.  
The application is somewhat hard to read here as it was scanned from a copy made back 
in the 1930’s which was not of high quality. 
 
I don’t recall her ever being active in the organization though it’s certainly possible that 
she was.  The documents below suggest that she maintained her membership through at 
least 1946 and was “reinstated” on June 9, 1967 after moving back to St. Louis after her 
divorce.  Membership cards (below) show continued membership through 1973.  There is 
no record that she maintained her membership after that but she easily could have. 
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