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The following letters were written by Betty and sent with (or in lieu of) Christmas cards to 
relatives and family friends.  They cover all or part of three distinct periods of her life.  1963 to 
1968 marked the “single” period of her adult life after she had relocated to St. Louis, MO 
following her 1962 divorce.  She and her second husband, John Alderson, spent the years 1968 
to 1973 in California.  And finally, 1973 and thereafter was spent living on the farm with John in 
rural Hermann, MO. 
 
These letters were found among Betty’s personal effects after her death.  It is possible that 
Christmas letters were written and sent prior to 1963 and after 1977 but, if they were, Betty did 
not save them or they have been lost. 
 
Note that no letters were written for the years 1968 and 1974 and that in 1971, 1975, and 1976 
only pictures or a card were sent out at Christmas time.  In all of the cases of missing letters, 
their absence is mentioned in a following year’s letter indicating that this collection is complete. 
 
Each letter contains summary information about Betty’s activities during the year and those of 
her 3 sons.  After 1968 information is also included on the activities of John Alderson and his 3 
children. 
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