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Betty Seward Hulburd’s 
European Diary 

(July 20 to August 22 1936) 
 

(Scanned and compiled by Ted Hine – March 2012) 
 
 
Betty kept a detailed diary of her 1936 European travels in an 8”x 6-1/2” 
hardcover notebook.  She was 19 years old at the time and 1936 was only a few 
years before the outbreak of World War II in Europe in 1939. 
 
Below are scans of all 170 handwritten pages.  Since the blue ink had faded 
somewhat over the decades I enhanced the contrast of each scan to make it 
more readable which has had the effect of appearing to yellow some of the 
pages.  (I decided that readability was more important than accurately displaying 
the current condition of the pages.)  Additionally, each page has pre-printed light 
blue lines for the user to follow while writing which do not show in the scans. 
 
Throughout her life Betty wrote regularly but usually in the context of letters to 
friends and family.  This is the only “diary” as such that I’m aware she kept 
suggesting that perhaps writing in it daily may have been a required part of the 
trip and may have been supervised by the tour leader. 
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