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Milton Academy/College Catalogs 
1865-1866 and 1867-1869 

(and Earlier Records) 
 

Compiled by Ted Hine – May 2012 
 
In 2007 the Rock County Genealogical Society (Janesville, WI) sent me the following “Catalog” 
pages from Milton Academy/College.  (In 1866 it was an “Academy” and by 1869 it was 
renamed a “College”.) 
 
They show that at least 4 of John and Margaret Turner’s children attended Milton.  In 1865-
1866 “Edwin” J. Turner (most certainly Edward) and his sisters Emily A. Turner and Sarah L. 
Turner attended Milton Academy.  Also that during the period between 1867 and 1869 siblings 
Emily A. Turner, Sarah L. Turner, and Charles Turner attended Milton College. 
 
Following the pages below showing the Turners as students is some information about the 
academy/college which suggests that it was a very substantial institution for Wisconsin in the 
mid 1800’s.  In 1866 it had a total of 420 students enrolled (229 Gentlemen and 191 Ladies).  It 
offered boarding for students and the pages included discuss living and tuition costs, 
regulations, and the annual calendar.  
 
Milton was located only about 5 or 6 miles north of the Turner’s Harmony Township farm so it’s 
possible that the Turner siblings were “day” students commuting to and from school each day 
possibly via horse, horse & carriage, or even perhaps by walking.  It’s also possible that they 
boarded at Milton and came home on weekends. 
 
In 2004 I’d received information from an archivist for the by then defunct Milton College (which 
was founded in 1844 but closed it's doors in 1982) who indicated that, in addition to the years 
mentioned above, E.J. Turner and Emily A. turner attended in the spring term in 1865 which 
suggest they probably also attended in the fall term in 1864.   (My email correspondence with 
the archivist is at the bottom of this document.) 
 
In the fall term of 1864 E.J. Turner would have been 18 years old (assuming he was born in 
1846 and not 1845) and Emily only 14.    In the fall of 1865 Sarah would have been about 13 
when she first shows up at Milton.   In the fall of 1867 Milton attendee Charles Turner would 
have been about 13 years old.  This analysis suggests that the Turner students at Milton 
started younger than today’s college students and thus it probably provided both a high school 
and a college education.  The eldest sibling was E.J. Turner and he last shows up in these 
records in the spring of 1866 (though he could have attended through the spring of 1867 since 
no records are available to indicate otherwise).  In 1866 E.J. Turner would have been about 20 
or 21 (depending on his exact year of birth) and in 1867 21 or 22.   If Edward J. Turner had 
started at Milton at age 13 like his siblings, he could have attended for 8 or more years. 
 
I suspect that since John and Margaret Turner’s oldest 4 children are known to have attended 
Milton, that likely their other 4 children also attended in later years but I have not researched 
this. 
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Earlier Milton Academy Records 
 
 
By Ted Hine – April 2004 (Updated in October 2006) 
 
(By 2012 much additional information about the Turner’s had been found making some of my 
assumptions and conclusions below obsolete.) 
 
Some years after my mother’s 1996 death I found among her possessions a handwritten note, 
undated but likely written when she first met her new mother-in-law, Rose Turner-Hine, in 
Seattle in the early 1940’s, on which she cryptically recorded some information about Edward 
J. Turner.  It indicates that he "Went to Milton College in Wisconsin” and suggested that his 
daughter Rose may have gone there also. 
 
In April of 2004 I was able to find an Internet web site for Milton College in Milton, WI.  It 
indicated that Milton College was founded in 1844 (as Milton Academy) and closed in 1982.  
Some, but not all, old records were still available.  Judy Scheehle, apparently the keeper of the 
Milton archives, and I exchanged e-mails.  She did find limited references to Edward J. Turner 
(but not to Rose Turner).  The following are her e-mails. 
 
******** 
 
April 8, 2004 Judy Wrote: 
 
Hi Ted, 
I looked in the obvious places for Edward and Rosebell Turner but unfortunately found nothing.  
I have a couple of questions?  Did the piece of paper say Milton College or Milton Academy?  
If it was College it would be after 1867 when the College was chartered.  Also do you know 
what religious affiliation they may have had?  If it was Seventh Day Baptist you may be able to 
get information form the SDB Center in Janesville WI. Our research rate is $10.00 and hour.   
If you want me to look any further let me know, but our records are a little thin that far back. 
Thanks for contacting us 
 
Judy Scheehle 
Administrator/Curator 
 
******** 
 
April 12, 2004 Judy Wrote: 
 
Ted, I didn't find where Edward graduated but I was also looking after 1867, so I'll do a little 
searching before I spend your money.  Joseph Goodrich started the community of Milton in 
1839 and Milton Academy/College in 1844.  It was a strong Seventh Day Baptist community, 
most of the residents coming from western New York.  The SDB Center has wonderful 
records, some that are actually indexed.  I will just give them a call and get their e-mail and ask 
about Turners in the Milton area. You actually gave me quite a bit of information.  Have you 
done any searching on the internet in the genealogy sites? 
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Later, Judy 
 
******** 
April 12, 2004 Judy Wrote: 
 
Ted, I went on the internet briefly and I think your English connection may lead you to 
information.  But anyway I found your great-grandfather in hand written record books of William 
Whitford who was President of the Academy and the College.  Not a lot of information, just 
says E. J. Turner, Fall Term 1864 from Palmyra, Winter Term 1864 no address.  In 1864 
student book there is a J.E. Turner (lady)  from  Palmyra.  In the Spring Term of 1865 it looks 
like it says Edward Turner, not quite sure.  Also in the Spring term of 1865 is a Emily A. Turner 
from Rock Prairie and E.J. Turner from Rock Prairie. 
 
Rock Prairie is a township about 8 miles from Milton.  Palmyra is a town in Jefferson County 
about 30 miles away.   I called the SDB center, he's going to see what he has, but the name 
didn't ring a bell as far as being a SDB. 
 
Not much information but at least you know he did exist and attended Milton Academy.  Check 
the Civil War records on the net also.  If I find anything else I'll let you know. 
 
Have fun.  Judy 
 
******** 
On April 13, 2004 Judy Wrote: 
 
Ted 
I’m afraid I cannot photocopy the handwritten books, they are too fragile.  I did talk to the SDB 
historian and he could not find anything else. Palmyra is in Jefferson County, (is actually a 
small town) and Rock Prairie township is in Rock County.  They are quite distance apart and 
opposite directions of Milton.  Today I found a Sarah Turner from Rock Prairie listed in the 
catalogue of Milton College for the years 1867-68 and 1868-69.  That I will photo copy for you.   
A Charles Turner  is listed in an earlier one, could not find Edward, maybe he never made it 
through a whole term.  Hopefully you will find a obituary in the Idaho newspaper.  Let me know.  
I feel that I know them personally now.  js 
******** 
 
Summary.  It's clear that Edward John Turner did attend Milton College in Wisconsin (perhaps 
Milton Academy at the time) around 1864 and 1865.  There is no indication of whether or not 
he graduated.  He was apparently from Palmyra, WI and/or Rock Prairie Township, WI.  Or 
perhaps his family moved during the period he attended Milton. 
 
Other Turners who attended Milton around this time include a J.E. Turner (a lady in 1864) from 
Palmyra, Emily A. Turner (1865) from Rock Prairie,  Sarah Turner (1867-69) also from Rock 
Prairie, and Charles Turner (no date or home mentioned).   A final note:  In 2006 I identified 
Edward J. Turner’s Wisconsin family in Rock County (“Rock Prairie” in the Janesville area) 
from census records.  Among other siblings he had sisters named Emily A. and Sarah and a 
brother named Charles. 

 


