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Excerpts from 
The Modern Wonder Book of the Air 

(Published in 1945) 
 
 
In 2009, and totally by chance, an Internet search revealed that the name “Kirt 
Hine” appeared somewhere in a book titled “The Modern Wonder Book of the 
Air”.  I was able to purchase an old and very used copy of the book and identify 
where Kirt was mentioned. 
 
I suspect that Kirt probably never know that he was mentioned by name in a 
book but it’s clear that the authors interviewed him during the World War II years 
regarding propeller de-icing tests when Kirt was running Curtiss-Wright’s 
Propeller Division’s Flight Test program.  I have no idea why Kirt was mentioned 
by name as there are almost no other specific names referred to in the book.  (I 
note that on page 83 Kirt is referred to as “engineer in charge of the Propeller 
Division” which makes it sound like he ran the entire division.  He was in fact the 
engineer in charge of the division’s flight test program.) 
 
The 316 page hard cover book published in 1945 appears to me as if it was 
written as perhaps a text book for high school or college level students with the 
intent of giving them an overview of the history and current state of aviation.  It 
isn’t terribly technical, is easy to read, and covers a wide variety of aviation 
subjects. 
 
For the purposes of this document I’ve only scanned a few of the book’s pages 
including the dust jacket front cover and inside front flap, the copyright page, the 
index page, the photo credit page, and finally pages 78 through 84 as this is 
where Kirt is mentioned (page 83) and these pages contain a pretty good 
description of what a propeller does and how one works (obviously written before 
the top secret reverse pitch propellers were public knowledge.) 
 
Page 79 contains a photo of Kirt’s flight test B-25 bomber with it’s boom designed 
to spray water on propellers in flight to allow testing of propeller de-icing 
technologies. 
 
Ted Hine 
February 2010 
Louisville, CO 
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