Kirt Hine

Letters To His Sons From Yacht Marigo - 1968

(Compiled by Ted Hine — April 2003)

The following 2 letters were written by Kirt to his sons from aboard Marigo over an
extended period during 1968.

The first letter was started in February of 1968 as Marigo sailed from St. Thomas heading
north back to the Bahamas and was continued in April after Marigo reached Florida on
the trip north to New York. This letter was never finished....it just stops after page 10...
and wasn’t mailed until it was included with the second letter in the fall of 1968.

The letter dated February 23, 1968 was written starting half way through Kirt and Mary’s
first of many cruising seasons aboard Marigo. It tells of sailing south from Nassau in the
Bahamas to St. Thomas in the Virgin Islands early in 1968. The opening reference to the
“Yacht Marigo Racing Team” is due to the fact that Kirt’s 3 sons had arrived for a visit
aboard Marigo during Christmas 1967 (a few weeks before) at Highborn Cay in the
Bahamas with T-shirts for all aboard bearing those words (and, if my memory serves me
correctly, a depiction of a martini glass).

The second letter (dated November 9, 1968) was written from Jupiter, Florida as Marigo
was pausing during the trip south for her second cruising season in the Caribbean. In the
time since the first letter was written Mary and Kirt had sailed Marigo back to New York
in the spring, had spent the summer repairing and refitting her and then cruising north
through Long Island Sound to Martha’s Vineyard, Cape Code, and Marblehead,
Massachusetts, and had then again sailed south in the fall to Florida. At the time this
letter was written the decision to move from Garrison, NY to Jupiter, FL had been made
and plans were being made to acquire a home in Jupiter (which they would occupy in the
late spring of 1969 after returning from the Caribbean).

Note that an ongoing theme in both letters is the need for Kirt to be constantly fixing
something onboard which had broken, a never ending challenge which would continue as
long as Marigo continued her sailing adventures.
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