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The following 3 letters were written to me by my father during the fall and spring of my 
senior high school year at Sterling School in Craftsbury Common, Vermont. 
 
The fall 1962 letters were written shortly after Kirt and his new second wife Mary had 
moved to a rented house on Avery Road in Garrison, New York.  For the first two letters 
he was still using the letterhead from his former business address in New Jersey. 
 
In the September 23 letter the reference to the “outboard” is to the approximately 16 foot 
outboard motor boat (with a 40 horsepower motor) we had named “Argo” which had 
been purchased in the spring of 1961 and used by the family on Cape Cod that summer.  
Garrison had a small marina and Yacht Club on the Hudson River where the boat could 
be launched and kept.  “Dede” and “John” refer to my aunt and uncle (sister and her 
husband of Kirt’s recently divorced first wife, Betty).  On page 2 the reference to “Gene” 
is Gene Williamson, Mary’s first, and recently divorced, husband.  “Jerry” is Mary and 
Gene’s son.  The letter provides a detailed description of Gene’s death in an automobile 
accident.  Kirt’s reference on page 3 to driving “out West” refers to he and I having 
driven back to the east coast the previous summer after his stay in Reno, Nevada (to 
obtain his divorce) where I had flown to visit him and our subsequent visit to see relatives 
in  Seattle, WA. 
 
In the Nov. 1 letter he refers to setting up his work shop in Dix Castle (also sometimes 
spelled as Dick’s Castle) which would be his work location for the next 6 years.  “Model 
101” was his designation for his hands free lawnmower development project which he 
was just about to start working on. 
 
The “Bertram 25” mentioned in the May 20th letter is the inboard motor boat he named 
“Aba-Daba” which would provide his nautical recreation till 1967 when he sold it at the 
time of the purchase of his 44 foot sailing ketch. 
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