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Introduction 
 
I recently discovered among father’s possessions (26 years after his death) 3 ski racing medals 
(pictured below) indicating that he had won 2nd in the Downhill, 3rd in the Slalom (a tie), and 
(again) 4th in the Slalom at the Lake Placid Club College Week.  Two of the medals are square 
shaped and the other round suggesting that the medals could have been won in two different 
years.  The medals were inscribed with the words “Lake Placid Club”, the event and rank, and 
“E.K. Hine” (for Edward Kirtland Hine) but the date (year) was conspicuously missing.  I recall 
father telling of having raced at Lake Placid (along with many other locations) and that he had 
entered the ski jumping competition there having never ski jumped before.  Other than that I 
knew nothing about this race.  Being curious about the date the medals were won I set out to see 
if any information had survived from the 1930’s. 
 
A search of the internet determined that the Lake Placid Club was a large hotel, resort, and 
recreation complex in Lake Placid, New York which had opened in 1896.  In 1932 when the 
Winter Olympics were held in Lake Placid it had served as the headquarters for the International 
Olympic Committee.  The Lake Placid Club Annual College Week was a prestigious event 
during the first half of the 20th century drawing the best winter athletes of the day.  
Unfortunately, in the early 1980’s it closed after falling on hard financial times and over the next 
several years a series of fires destroyed many of its abandoned buildings. 
 
I was worried that any records of College Week were likely lost in the fires but some detective 
work determined that the Lake Placid Public Library had many of the old records.  I provided 
them with the likely years that father could have won the medals (1935-1939) and in April of 
2003 they mailed me a considerable number of document copies regarding father (many of 
which I scanned and included here).  The documents instantly brought the events alive for me, 
answered a lot of questions, and contain the names of several family friends and others that 
father and mother talked about as I was growing up.  They also serve to document father’s 
position as a top ski racer of the late 1930’s. 
 
About the Documents 
 
Kirt Hine participated in the 16th and 17th annual Lake Placid Club College Weeks which were 
held over New Years each year.  He thus was involved in the 1936/37 event as a sophomore at 
Yale and the 1937/38 event as a junior.  There is no record that he was involved during his 
freshman year or during his senior year (which along with other evidence suggest that he didn’t 
ski much during his senior year, preferring to focus on his grades and obtaining his pilots 
license). 
 
The race results sheets (below) show that in the 1937/38 event he won 2nd in the Downhill and 
tied for 3rd in the Slalom.  Race results for the year before (1936/37) were not available but since 
this was the only other year he participated it can be deduced that he won the other Slalom medal 
(4th place) in that event. 
 
Significant from the race results in the 1937/38 races is the fact that all the others finishing in the 
top 3 in the Downhill race and the top 5 in the Slalom race were from Dartmouth College, 
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considered far and away the best competitive skiing school of the era and which tended to 
dominate most ski races in the 1930’s.  This was a major achievement on Kirt’s part given that 
Yale didn’t even have a formal ski team (Yale skiers at that time raced under the auspices of the 
Yale Outing Club) and that Yale, located in New Haven, CT, wasn’t even in the New England 
snow belt as was Dartmouth located farther north in New Hampshire.  Father obviously did 
much better in the 1937/38 event than he had the year before when he took one 4th place medal 
suggesting that the winter of 1937/38 was likely his most successful racing season.  (Dartmouth 
evidently wasn’t present for the 1936/37 races.  I’ve seen references to the fact that the 
Dartmouth team raced in December one year around this time in Sun Valley, Idaho so perhaps 
they were elsewhere that year.) 
 
In addition to the Downhill and Slalom races (the “Alpine” skiing events in which he excelled) 
Kirt also both years entered the other events including the Cross Country and the Jumping 
competitions (in later years referred to as the “Nordic” skiing events).  He did not, however, do 
as well in these races… finishing 10th in the Cross Country, 17th in the Combined event, and 19th 
in the Jumping.  I remember father saying that Lake Placid was the only place he ever ski 
jumped, that he had never even practiced for the event, and that he didn’t do well at it.  On the 
Jumping race results sheet (below) I assume that in the column marked “time” they really meant 
“distance”, probably in feet.  If so, Kirt jumped 103.6 feet….half the winning distance of 209.2 
feet. 
 
The list of Yale participants in both years includes several names that I remember hearing often 
as I grew up.  I recall hearing the name Serge Gagarin regularly and Howard Bird, Jr. was a good 
friend of my mother’s years before she met my father.  Mother first met Howard, I believe, in her 
freshman year at Finch in the fall of 1935 and she frequently visited the Bird home in Rhode 
Island in the late 1930’s and early 1940’s.  I recall mother mentioning over the years that she had 
often heard of Kirt Hine during these years but had never met him because he was always off 
skiing.  Mother and father finally met on Labor Day weekend in 1941 and were married in 
February of 1942. 
 
Letters 
 
Following the specific 1936/37 and 1937/38 race information below are some letters exchanged 
between the Lake Placid Club and Yale regarding entering the 1936/37 event.  They were written 
in the fall of 1936 and are included here because they add to the understanding of the event.  
They also indirectly confirm that Yale didn’t have a formal ski team at the time and thus did not 
formally enter as a school, and because some of the letters were written by Mr. Alexander D. 
McIntosh (“Sandy”) a longtime family friend.  Sandy McIntosh did not race in the 1936/37 
events but went to Lake Placid as the Yale team’s manager.  In the 1950’s I recall skiing with the 
McIntosh family during several Vermont ski weekends father took the family on.  By this time 
Sandy had totally lost his sight and is the only blind skier I have ever seen in person.  His wife 
would ski with a bell on one pole and Sandy would follow the sound down the slopes.  In the late 
1960’s I knew Sandy’s daughter, Holly, while we were both students at the University of 
Colorado.  
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1937/38 Race Results - Downhill 
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1937/38 Race Results - Slalom 
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1937/38 Race Results - Cross Country 
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1937/38 Race Results - Combined Ski Event 
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1937/38 Race Results - Ski Jumping 
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1936 Letter (Nov. 6th) to Sandy McIntosh from Lake Placid 
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1936 Letter (Nov. 14th) to Yale from Lake Placid 
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1936 Letter (Nov. 16th) to Lake Placid from Yale 
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 21 
1936 Letter (Dec. 19th)  to Sandy McIntosh from Lake Placid 
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