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Introduction 
 
Most of the following letters, presented in chronological order, were written by Kirt to his parents and 
sister during his college years and early in his career at Curtiss-Wright Corp before his marriage.  A 
few were written to other relatives and a few after his marriage in 1942. 
 
They have survived and ended up with me through a round about series of events.  First, Kirt’s mother, 
Rose, had the forethought to keep them.  Upon her death in 1967 they ended up with Kirt’s sister Ruth 
Hine Darling in Leavenworth, WA.  (Why they didn’t end up with Kirt at that time is unknown).  
When Ruth’s husband Tom retired, the Darlings moved to Wenatchee, WA and when they 
subsequently moved back to Leavenworth, one of Ruth’s daughters (and my cousin) Ellen Darling 
Benson came upon the letters while helping with the move and took them home to California where 
they were stored for several years.  In 1982, 5 years after Kirt’s death, Ellen sent the letters to Kirt’s 
youngest son “Hank” (now known as Henry) in St. Louis, MO along with a letter of explanation (see 
the first letter in this document).  Henry must have taken them to our mother’s home (at the time in 
Hermann, MO) for storage with other family artifacts because that’s where I ran into them in the mid 
1980’s.  I brought them home to Louisville, CO for storage with Kirt’s other saved possessions where 
they were promptly forgotten about them till I recently re-discovered them.  To the best of my 
knowledge no one had read them till I just did as part of the process of preserving them here. 
 
They provide an interesting look at the life of a young man as he heads off to college 3000 miles from 
home and subsequently enters the work force in a time when transportation and communications were 
extremely limited by today’s standards.  They indicate that Kirt was much closer to his parents, sister, 
and his aunt and uncles then I was ever aware of while growing up with him.  This is likely due to the 
fact that by the time I became aware in the mid 1950’s his aunt and uncles had all passed away and his 
parents were quite old.  In addition, the distance from New Jersey to Seattle prevented us from visiting 
very often. 
 
Reading the letters provides glimpses of all areas of his life along with his hopes and fears during the 
period from 1935 to the early 1940’s from academic issues and grades, to skiing, to flying, to social 
activities, to finances, to travel challenges, etc.  All areas of his life can be followed since it appears 
that there wasn’t much that he didn’t feel comfortable taking to his parents about.  I found it 
fascinating reading though at times somewhat frustrating because the letters written by other’s to him 
(and thus not part of this collection) contain missing parts of the various stories being told.  There is 
enough information here however to provide a clear picture of some interesting events in his life.  
While growing up I had heard verbally about many parts of father’s life during this period, reading 
about it in his own words from the time has proved to particularly fascinating.  When I was young 
father was of course a “grown up” authority figure to me and there was a tendency for me to assume 
that he was always as I remember him since I never knew him otherwise.  Reading these letters made 
me realize that he was once young also and encountered all the problems and challenges that coming 
of age involves.  
 
In all the years I grew up with and knew my father I never knew him to be much of a letter writer and 
was thus somewhat surprised when I discover these letters.  When I headed off to Vermont to high 
school in 1959 mother did the letter writing from home.  During my college years in the 1960’s father 
rarely wrote, preferring to pick up the phone and call instead which he did once or twice a month so 
it’s clear to me that letter writing wasn’t his favorite way to spend his time.  I suspect that the fact that 
he wrote so many letters back in the 1930’s and 1940’s must have been due to his closeness to his 
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relatives combined with the lack of any other real communications alternatives.  In those days long 
distance phone calls must have been extremely expensive (if they were available at all from coast to 
coast).  No where in any of the letters did I find a reference to him or anyone else making a long 
distance phone call.  Virtually all communications was by letter or an occasional telegram (which 
could be delivered the last few miles by the telegraph company via a local phone call). 
 
Some of the letters are handwritten and others typed.  I assume Kirt must have learned to type in high 
school and that he hand carried his typewriter to Yale as his first letter home was typewritten during 
the cross country train trip.   I distinctly remember the typewriter which I presume Kirt used to write 
these letters.  Both father and mother had older small portable typewriters around the house as I was 
growing up in New Jersey (though I don’t recall father using his much).  Mother’s had the “qwerty” 
keyboard layout which is today’s standard.  Father’s, however, had a different keyboard layout and 
was therefore somewhat oddball which probably explains why I remember it. 
 
There are some clear gaps in the timing of the letters where it appears that he did not write for months. 
Given his otherwise consistent letter writing during the period and his mother’s apparent reliability in 
keeping them, I suspect these gaps are due to the fact that, while letters were likely written, they were 
forwarded by his parents to his sister and/or other relatives.  It is apparent that he intended his letters to 
be read by more than just his parents and in some cases he requests that letters be forwarded.  Ruth 
apparently moved to Leavenworth early on and was clearly intended to be in the letter loop.  He made 
carbon copies of at least some of the typed letters and mailed them to different family members.  Some 
letters addressed to Ruth in Leavenworth were in this collection suggesting that they were forwarded 
from Leavenworth to his parents in Seattle. 
 
The dates that I show are mostly as indicated on each letter.  If the letter did not indicate a day and/or 
year I used that shown on the envelope (most of which were saved along with the letters).  If the 
envelope date was either missing or unreadable I estimated the letter date by using a combination of 
content and the paper type used at various times. 
 
People on Kirt’s family “write to” list and/or those mentioned frequently include: 
 

• Rose B. Hine and Homer Henry Hine (parents; Seattle, WA) 
• Ruth Hine Darling (sister; Seattle and then Leavenworth, WA.  Also referred to as “My 

Chick”, “Chickadee”) 
• Gina Bowden Higman (close lifelong friend; Seattle) 
• Samuel Kirtland Hine (uncle; Youngstown, OH with winters in New Smyrna, FL.  Refered to 

as “Unc.” and “Uncle Kirt”) and wife Alma.  He paid for much of the out of pocket costs of 
sending Kirt to Yale. 

• Ellen Louise Hine (aunt; Ohio.  His “Aunt Nell”) 
• Charles Hine (uncle; Cleveland, OH.  His “Uncle Charlie”) 
• Alfred Hine (uncle; Ohio.  His “Uncle Alf”) 
• Cornelia W. Hall (more distant cousin from the Kirtland side of the family; Warren, OH.  

Referred to as his “Cousin Nell”).  She made the Boardman scholarship at Yale available to 
Kirt (which I believe paid tuition plus room and board) and she also provided some spending 
money. 

• Zilch – An apparent nickname sometimes used by Kirt to sign his correspondence.



Ellen Darling Benson’s letter explaining the history of Kirt’s letters. 
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