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THE SAGE OF ROCKPORT
Ii cotld be fairly said that in 1793

Jared Potter Kirtland was born
into fortunate circumstances. Even
=0, who could have predicted that
he would take the advantages pven
hiin and put them Lo such aood use
for a froatier society?

In his eighty-four years the phy-
sician, leacher, legmslator, natural-
151, horticulturist, prison and public
health reformer, and author influ
cnced all manner of civic develop
ments in Chig,

Two University Circle
imstitulions henchited from
his talents. In 1843
Kirtland joined with John
Delamater and other phy-
sicians 1o become the
founding faculty of the
Medical Depariment of
Western Reserve College.
now the School of Medi-
cine of Case Wesiern Re-
serve, An admired profes-
sor, Kirtland served on the
faculty until 1863, In 1843,
he founded the Cleveland
Academy of Natural Sci-
ences, a forerunner of the
Cleveland Museum of
Matural History (CMMNH)
m the Circle

Two hundred years af-
ter his birth, Kirtland still
has admircrs. The Kirt-
landia Socieiy, established
in 1976 at CMINH. pre-
sents monthly talks on sci-
cntific 1opics, The society
also sponsors activities o
benefit the muscum and is
commemorating the bi-
centennial of Kirtland's
hirth in Movember. “This
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15 @ gencralist group,” says socely
recording sceretary Ted Ganger
{ADL “44), a retired manufactures
and museum volunleer

Growing up in Connecticut,
Kirtland had a peerless mentor in
his maternal grandlather, larcd
Patier, reputed io be the best phy-
sician in Connecticut. taught his
namesake aboul the natural sei-
ences and the need for caretul oh-
servation. Kirtland lived with him
while his parcnts forged ahcad 1o
ihe Western Reserve in northeast-
ern Ohio. His Tather was the gen-
eral agent for the Connecticul Land
Company's sale of parcels in the
three-million-acre territory

Al seventeen. Kirtland was
teaching at the village school in Po-
land. Ohio. where his family had
settled. The inheritance lefi by his

The good doctor: Jared Potter Kirtland, the inspiration
behind the work of the Kirtlandia Society at the Cleve-
land Museum of Natural History.

srandlather enabled him to sttend
Yale I’niv-.'r:iﬂ}'x miedical school.
Adter gradualion m 1815, the ener-
:\:ulic FORME min entered into medi-
cal practice and politics in Con-
nceticul, becomimg an clected judge
i L6,

The death of his first wife
brouwght the despondent voung wid
vwer back ie Ohio lor good.
Kirtland planned 1o take over his
lather’s business, Bul there was
areal necd for physicians on the
Iranticr. and soon he had an exien-
sive practice. And politics beck-
aned again—Kiriland served three
terms in the Chio legislature and
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His medical practice, teaching.
and work in state polies made
Kiriland a man ol pars among
Crhioans, As a scientist.
his reputation exiended
across the ocean, Kirtland
published prolifically on
medical topics. and in Eu
rope was known Tor his
work in horticultere and
woology.

For most of s adult
life., Kirtland mamtained
i Pruit Garm in Rockport
{now Lakewood ). west ol
Cleveland. He staved pro-
ductive imloa hale old age.
In the 1850k, he was the
mosl active member of 6
commitlce working 1o se
cure a municipal source of
clean water from Lake
Eriec. During the Civil
War. he served as an cx-
amining physician.

The Kirtlindia Sociely
honors the Sage of
Rockport. ax his newgh-
bors dubbed him. by con-
tributing to CMNHS re-
search and education
prograns. Anong s -
forts on behall of the nuw-
seum, the seciety contrib-
utes stipends for students
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whie, as summer intcrns, assist mu-
seum curators in environmental re-
search, and financially suppaorts the
journal Kirtlandia. a scholarly pub.
lication written by the muscum staff
and contributors worldwide,

The society’s lectures and ficld
trips help s members 1o do what
Kirtland did: explore the sciences
throughout their lives. “T'm inter-
ested in learning,” says Mr, Ganger,
“and that’s why | like Lhe society.”
Anyone who shares that curiosily is
welcome to o attend monthly
Kirtlandia Socety meetings and
marvel at the mysteries of stars and
sea shells. The good doctor would
approve.

Historical informaiion was pro-
vided by e Bulletin of the Acad-
emy of Medicing of Cleveland.

DR. ANNY

Chamee brought one of the founders
of child psychoanalysis to Cleveland.
Vienna-born Anny Katan spent the
ereater parl of her career i Univer-
sity Circle—eon the faculty of the
School of Medicine, and as a catalyst
for the Cleveland Center for Re-
sgarch m Chald Development and
the Hanna Perkins School. which
helps yvoung children with psveho-
logical problems, Last December,
when “Dr. Anny™ died at the age of
minety-four, the children’s champion
had been retired from working with
paticnis for only a few years,

Today scholars have aocess to D,
Katan's collected papers and to a fas-
cimating hodgepodee of rare books
and memorabilia. Housed at the
Hanna Perkins School, the Katan
papers are a recent @it from Anny
Katan's daughter. The collection in-
cludes documents from the work of
D, Katan's husband, Maurits, also
an analysi. Robert Furman, the
collection™s curator. has plans for
Child Aralyses, the cenler’s annual
journal, 1o publish something from
the archives in cach issue. Dr.
Furman is director emeritus of the
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t:hlldrm‘: champion: Mmr Katan, whose
collected papers are housed at the Hanna
Perkins School. She's shown with her hus-

band, Maurits, in 1951,

center and the Perking School.

In Vienna, Dr. Anny's pediatri-
eian father, Ludwig Rosenberg, and
her uncle were Sigmund Freud™s
partners i card-playing. Born in
LB9%. Anny Rosenbery was two
years vounger than Freud's daugh-
ter Anna, one of the chiel propo-
nents of the discipline of psyvcho-
analysis pioneered by her father,
and a specialist in the treatment of
children. It would have been natu-
ral. says Dr. Furman, for Anny
Rosenberg 1o desire a carcer like
those of Anna Freud and others in
the Freud circle,

The Katans, both lewish, spent
World War [ working for the Resis-
tance, with Maurits doing his work
while in hiding in Holland. Anna
Freud was behind the Katans® 1944
muwve 10 Cleveland, She had been
impressed with Dooglas Bond,
whom she met while he served in the
Air Force during World War 11, Af-
ter the war, Dr. Bond ook on the
charge of starting a depariment of
pevchiatry st the Wesiern Reserve
University Schoal of Medicine. Al
Anna Freud’s arging. the Katans
joined the faculty. They were
among the first professors of pey-
choanalysis in the country. On the
faculty from 1946 o 1906, they

helped to build Dr.
Bond’s department.

Anny Katan and Anna
Freud kept in touch
through their lives, and the
archives contain 162 letters
from Freud's daughter and
copics of Dr. Anny's let-
ters 1o her, The archives
also contain unpublished
papers that Anna Freud
delivered when visiting
Cleveland, case discussions
of Maurits Katans, who
died in 1977, Dr. Anny’s
published scholarly writ-
ings, photographs, and
signed first editions of
Freud's work. There is a
rare firsl-edition copy of
Frewd's dream book, and a moving
letter from Freud to the writer Stefan
Lweig, written not long before
Vienna fell 1o the Nazis and Lweig
commilled suicide. Freud offersd
Lweig his support and looked back
on his own work, reflecting: .1
have surely not discovered more
than a small fragment of truth. The
immediate future looks grim for pay-
choanalysis,”

Anny Katan's ideas have influ-
enced our ways of relating to chil-
dren. In 1961, for example, she pub-
lished a paper discussing the
cllicacy of teaching very young chil-
dren to use language to convey
their emotional states. And she
worked hard 1o help children
caught in the scary circumstances
of hospitalization. “She fought des-
perately for visiting hours for the
parents of pediatric patients,” says
Dr, Furman, The Katan archives
offer eloguent testimony 1o one
woman's lifelong devotion Lo those
whao are jusi inding their voloes.
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Sowme of the information irn this ar-
ticle was raken from a siory an the
Clevelamd Plain Dealer,

Arownd the Circle was writtenn by
CWRU editor Roberie Hubbard,
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