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Jared Potter Kirtland’s Gun 

 
Compiled by Edward Kirtland Hine, Jr. (“Ted”) – June, 2004 

 
 
 
Below are scans of 2 letters and one biographical document regarding a gun 
given to a fellow named Tallmadge by Jared Potter Kirtland and how this gun 
came to be donated to the Western Reserve Historical Society in Cleveland. 
 
The first letter was sent to me by my father's second wife, Mary P. Hine, in May 
of 1977 (a month after father had passed away) from Florida where they had 
retired in 1969.  Apparently their friend Cal Norton (who I never met) had 
purchased the gun mentioned in the letter at a gun show (assumed to have been 
in Florida), in part because he knew that father's middle name was Kirtland which 
explained “Kirt” being father's nick-name.  The Norton's then did some research 
on Jared Potter Kirtland which they passed along to my step mother (the 
document following the first letter) and which she passed along to me with her 
letter. 
 
The second letter (below) was written three years later (1980) by the Western 
Reserve Historical Society thanking Cal Norton’s wife for the donation of the 
gun.  This suggests to me that perhaps Cal had passed away (I don't know this 
for sure) and that his wife had been thoughtful enough to make the donation.  I 
don't specifically remember but apparently Mrs. Norton passed the thank-you 
note on to my step-mother Mary who must have sent it to me (as my generation's 
bearer of the Kirtland name) as it somehow ended up in my possession. 
 



 



 3

 



 4

 


