Rose Bell Turner-Hine (1875-1967)

Autograph Books

The two “Autograph” books documented here were passed down to my cousin, Ellen Darling-Benson, from our
grandmother Rose Hine. In the summer of 2006 Ellen was kind enough to loan them to me so | could put this together.

Rose Turner-Hine was born in 1875 in the Washington Territory but soon settled with her parents, Edward John Turner
and Martha Catherine Hillman-Turner in the Gentile Valley (near today’s town of Grace) in south-east Idaho in 1877 when
she would have been 2 years old. The Turners were early settlers here and became successful cattle ranchers. Rose
was the eldest of 5 children, the others being Edward (b. 1877), Lillian (b. 1883), Percy (b. 1888), and Frederick (b. 1894).
Rose married her first husband, Guy. B. Higgins, in the Gentile Valley in 1896 at the age of 21 and moved elsewhere.

Rose’s Autograph books contain entries made by friends and family during the period from 1886 to 1893 when she would
have been from about 11 to 18 years old. The entries suggest that Rose also went by “Rosa”, “Rosie”, and “Rosy”.
Entries were not made in consecutive order by page. When someone made an entry they apparently just opened the
book to any unused page and wrote their message. Generally the book with the brown cover had the earlier entries (from
1886 to 1891) and one with the blue-green cover the later entries (from about 1890 to 1893) though there is some
overlap. A number of pages in each book are blank (and | did not include them here). Entries in the brown covered book
start below on page 5 and those from the blue-green covered book on page 37. They appear here in the order in which

they appear in the books.

Entries in these books have provided some valuable information about Rose and her parents as little about them has
been passed on to my generation via word of mouth. Family oral history has always indicated that Rose grew up on a
cattle ranch in Idaho but till recently it was not known where. The books confirm that she was raised in the Gentile Valley
(a component of the larger Gem Valley) near today’s town of Grace, ID. I've always heard that Rose attended school in
Utah but had no idea where or when. The books clearly show that she attended New Jersey Academy in Logan, UT
(about 80 miles south of Grace) from at least April of 1886 through late 1890 (and likely longer as a note left by my mother
indicates she was away at school for 8 years). A search of the internet shows that New Jersey Academy merged with
Wasatch Academy in 1934. The current historian for Wasatch academy indicates that few records from New Jersey
Academy have survived but said that it was founded in 1878 by the Presbyterian Church as a coeducational boarding
school. Other family folklore indicates that Rose taught music (“pump organ” according to my mother’s note) by traveling



to families on ranches in remote locations a living with them for a time. Entries in the later years of the Autograph books
made in the towns of Chub Springs, Lago, and Montpelier tend to support this (though there is no mention of music being
taught). | could not find Chub Springs or Lago on any current ldaho map but an internet search shows old post office
locations for them in Caribou and Bingham counties which is in the general area of the Gentile Valley.

I've recently obtained a copy of a history of the Gem Valley titled “Gems of Our Valley” (1977, edited by Vivian Simmons
and Ruth Varley). A quick search of the index shows that a number of the names in Rose’s books also show up in this
historical volume.

The Autograph books provide the only handwriting samples that | am aware of from Rose’s parents (Edward John Turner
on page 39 below and Martha Turner on page 60).

Finally, Rose’s books have been invaluable in helping me locate her father’s parents in Wisconsin census records and |
couldn’t have done this without the information they provided. Two entries (pages 17 and 51 below) prove that Edward. J.
Turner had a brother named Frederick Hugh Turner who my subsequent research indicates also settled in Idaho. Also
Edward J. Turner’s sister Emily A. Turner made an entry (page 42 below). Knowing the names of these two siblings has
definitively confirmed the identity and location of Edward J. Turner’s parents in Wisconsin census records.

Ted Hine
Louisville, CO
August 2006
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