
 1
Letters from Homer and Rose Hine – 1948 to 1955 

Compiled by grandson Ted Hine – October 2013 
 
 
The following letters were written by Homer and Rose to their son Kirt (and his family 
then living in New Jersey) from 1948 to 1955.  The letters had been kept and were 
among Kirt’s possessions when he passed away in 1977. 
 
In the first one (May 29, 1948) Homer suggests that he and Rose would be coming east 
to visit his sister Nell in Poland, Ohio and will pass through New Jersey on the way.  
Homer indicates that the letter includes a check for $1,000 (a lot of money in those 
days) which could be used for a down payment on the house Kirt was considering 
building. 
 
On Oct. 9th 1948 Homer writes regarding his son’s plans to have a house built in an old 
chicken coop, about his son’s former girlfriend in Seattle who still maintained contact 
with the her former boyfriend’s parents, and comments on the trip Homer and Rose had 
made to the east coast that summer to visit the New Jersey Hine’s and Homer’s sister in 
Ohio. 
 
On August 25th 1951 Homer wrote Kirt almost entirely about a “Johnson motor” which  
Homer was shipping to his son from Seattle to New Jersey.  I suspect that this was an 
outboard motor for a small boat and may have been some decades old.  His shipping 
plans and descriptions as to how to care for the motor are detailed.  Apparently Homer 
didn’t need it anymore (his age being 77 at the time) and thought his son could use it.  I 
don’t recall every seeing or using such a motor as a child so I suspect it was either 
never shipped or my father never used it if it was. 
 
Rose wrote on Nov. 18, 1952 that Homer was in a sanitarium recovering from a mental 
breakdown and would be there for several weeks.  Apparently Homer fully recovered 
since I don’t recall him having any mental or medical problems three years later when 
my family visited Seattle in 1955 when I was 10 years old. 
 
On May 4th 1955 Rose wrote regarding my family’s upcoming summer vacation drive to 
Seattle (Kirt, my mother Betty, and us 3 young kids) and how glad she was that we’d be 
visiting Homer’s sister Nell Hine in Poland, OH on the way.  Nell would pass away on 
June 22 at age 85, only a few weeks before we passed through Poland.  On June 3rd 
Rose write again about her preparations and plans for us when we got to Seattle.  She 
writes that “Ted’s red wagon will be out.  I keep it dusted and clean.”  That was the “little 
red wagon” I’d fallen in love with when visiting Seattle around 1950 at about the age of 
5. 
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