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Introduction 
 
Ellen Louise Hine (1869-1955) was known as “Nell” and was my great aunt (my father’s 
aunt).  She was born and raised in Poland, Ohio, the daughter of Samuel and Emma 
Kirtland Hine.  She had 4 brothers:  Samuel Kirtland Hine, Homer Henry Hine (my 
grandfather), Charles Potter Hine, and Alfred Blakelee Hine. 
 
Nell never married and at the time of her death in 1955 (at age 86) was still living in the 
same family home at 441 South Main Street in Poland, Ohio in which she had grown up. 
  
I came upon the typed manuscripts contained here in August of 2003 while visiting my 
aunt, Ruth Hine Darling, in Leavenworth, Washington.  It is hand inscribed as given to 
Ruth’s father, Homer Henry Hine, who was one of Nell’s brothers.  The manuscripts are 
the original typed copy, not carbon or other copies.  A hand written note by Nell on the 
cover page of “The Billius Kirtland Family” indicates that she wrote this in 1946 when 
she would have been 77 years old.  “Charlie and Helen Greene Hine and Family” is dated 
August 6, 1943.  In 1942 all of Nell’s brothers, except for Homer, had passed away. 
 
These manuscripts wont make anyone’s list of great literature but provide interesting, if 
somewhat rambling, reading about the lives of the Poland, Ohio Kirtlands and Hines. 
 
A side note:  On page 5 Nell tells of her brother Kirt (Samuel Kirtland Hine) making a 
“gun” when he was a child from a piece of pipe and not being able to see for two or three 
days after attempting to fire it.  This is the same story told to me by my father about how 
my grandfather, Homer Henry Hine (Kirt’s brother) permanently lost most of the sight in 
one eye.  I think it’s likely that either Nell was recalling the story about the wrong brother 
or that both Homer and Kirt were involved in the same incident with Homer sustaining 
long term loss of sight in one eye. 
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The Billius Kirtland Family 
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Charlie and Helen Greene Hine and Family 
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